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by Lenin, set to work with determination to meet them
wisely and in the general interests of the community.

Having given to every woman the right to work, with
no doors closed against her, save in those occupations which
involved unduly heavy physical toil, they laid down the
principle that women workers must receive equal pay
with men for equal work. The Soviet Union, alone
amongst all the countries of the world, fulfils this principle
rigidly, although its strict observance inevitably involves
financial loss and creates vexatious problems in the factory.
For women's physique and periodic illnesses introduce
elements of dislocation and uncertainty into factory routine.

Again, marriage and motherhood introduce other
obvious difficulties into the industrial life of women. And
in order to make equality as complete as possible, full
compensation must be given to a woman to enable her to
fulfil, without handicap, her biological function of child-
bearing. The Soviets have done two things here. They
have encouraged motherhood and made it abundantly
possible. Women employed in industry and public under-
takings are granted adequate leave with full pay, both
before and after confinement.

It has also been ensured that there is no single profession
from which married women are barred. The pregnant
woman, indeed, may not lift heavy weights, or work over-
time. But her absence from work at the time of confinement
in no way endangers her employment, and nursing mothers
working at factories are given a pause every three hours
to suckle their babies.

The Soviet Constitution shows that these problems have
been met and weighed with minutest care and are amply
provided for. And with production organized on the
principle of service to the whole, and not profit to a section,
it has been found possible to do under socialism the justice
to womanhood which capitalism fails to do.

Women's work may be more costly than men's work, if
the principles of equal pay and compensation for biological
function are to be maintained, but it is none the less of
value. For, on the purely material side, women's work has
increased the number of producers without increasing the